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King and Queen County 

Board of Supervisors Workshop/Presentation Meeting 

 

 

Monday, June 25, 2012 

 

7:00 P.M. 

 

 

King and Queen County Courts and Administration Building  

2
nd

 Floor Conference Room 

 

“Minutes of the Meeting” 

 

 

Chairman Alsop called to order the Board of Supervisors workshop meeting on June 25, 2012.  

Ms. Alsop noted that Mrs. Morris was stuck in traffic and was not present. 

 

TAX RATE 

 

Chairman Alsop advised that the Board decided to relook at the tax rate after they found out the 

numbers that were given to the Board by the Commissioner of Revenues Office was not correct, 

so the budget was based on incorrect numbers. 

 

County Administrator Swartzwelder advised that Ms. Ammons has prepared a sheet that is a 

little confusing, but it has all the information on it, of which Mr. Swartzwelder explained the 

sheet and how the figures were arrived at.  Mr. Swartzwelder further explained what the Board 

thought the County would be getting as a result of the reassessment and based the tax increase to 

be set at .52.  Mr. Swartzwelder explained that we thought we were increasing the revenue by 

$288,000.00.  The $565,028 is what we are going to actually get.  The difference is $276,677.00. 

 

Mr. Swartzwelder further commented that several members of the board had commented that 

they were uncomfortable with the tax increase and in essence the tax increase and the error is 

almost the same figure.  The levy really increased when the Board thought we were going down 

$25,000.00, when we really went up $200,000, so if the Board were to drop the tax rate back to 

.48 cents we is still short $174,000.00. 

 

Mr. Simpkins commented that he had been thinking about the issue and what to do, he has 

concern that if the Board does not increase the rate some, we could possibly be looking at an .08 

cent increase in the budget next year and was thinking about cutting the rate from .52 cents back 

to .50 cents, so that next year will not be so drastic.  Mr. Simpkins also commented that citizens 

have come to the Board and asked not to do a big increase all in one year. 

 

Ms. Alsop commented that after thinking about it, she thought about leaving where it is at .52 

cents and with the same idea, that we may  have to raise even more next year, if we don’t keep it 

at .52 cents. 
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Mr. Bailey expressed that there were only a few people at the meeting and no one knows about a 

mistake. 

 

Mr. Simpkins expressed that there were not a lot of people to come out when the Board 

advertised an increase.   

 

Ms. Swartzwelder commented that there were only about 59 people that went before the Board 

of Equalization relating to their recent assessment.  He believes that Essex raised their taxes by 

.09 cents and Middlesex by .08 or.09 cents.  Mr. Swartzwelder further expressed that the Board 

has a pretty ambitions year planned, mentioning Broadband, match of TEA 21 and Pier Project, 

unexpected asbestos, which is going to be in the six figures and expressed that he felt Ms. Alsop 

and Mr. Simpkins were correct, it is pay me now, or pay met later.  

 

Mr. Bailey expressed he felt the Board should stay at .52 cents, as next year you know there will 

have to be an increase.  Don’t put it all on the citizens in one year. 

 

After further discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to leave the tax rate at .52 cents. 

 

 

COMMISSIONER OF THE REVENUES OFFICE – ERROR 

 

Mr. Swartzwelder provided an update to the Board relating to the error made by the 

Commissioners’ Office and at the Boards request a letter was sent relating to the measures to be 

taken and the issue is now closed.  Mr. Swartzwelder advised that they are getting ready to join 

the group and would keep the Board advised on their educational classes. 

 

Mr. Simpkins expressed that he hopes the Commissioner sees it as a good thing and not 

punishment. 

 

 

BROADBAND UPDATE 

 

Mr. Swartzwelder provided an update on Broadband, advising: 

 

 Advised that he is waiting for structural analysis back on the tower on the lower end of 

the County.  The other 3 have come back.  

 Advised that there are approximately  3000 potential customers  

 Advised that the board will have to ultimately make a decision on whether we want to 

become a Broadband Provider beyond King and Queen Boundaries, with a number of 

ways to do this and asked that the Board think about this as we move ahead. 

 Advised that we are looking at September or October before everything starts 

 

Ms. Alsop congratulated the Board on this in moving forward with Broadband. 
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THRU TRUCK RESTRICTION – POORHOUSE LANE 

 

Mr. Swartzwelder provided an update relating to a phone call he has received from Ms. Voight 

and also from Republic Services.  Ms. Voight called him to advise that she would be coming to 

the next Board’s regular meeting and demand that the Board do something about Poorhouse 

Lane again, because the Board has not done anything yet.   Mr. Swartzwelder further commented 

that this all relates to the one driver that the Board has already heard about that lives in the 

County and the route that he uses.  Republic has advised that they are willing to get with MBI if 

the County wanted him to, they could make him drive down 14 over to King William all the way 

up 30 and over to where he has to go and they would be willing to do that if that is what the 

Boards pleasure is and of course if you want to put the thru tuck restriction. 

 

The question is do we ask MBI to make him follow the route both ways or put a no thru truck 

restriction on Poorhouse and does not know how that would affect the agriculture people, farms 

and everyone else. 

 

Ms. Alsop commented that we gave them a preferred route, but we can’t make them use it. 

 

Mr. Simpkins commented that he agrees with Anne Marie Voight about the road, but if there 

were 25 or more trucks using the road, he would have a problem, but he is the only one. 

 

After further discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to monitor the situation. 

 

 

SHERIFF – JOHN CHARBONEAU 

 

Sheriff Charboneau was present asking for the Board’s blessing to allow him to do like he did 

the past year, relating to part-time money from the State. Sheriff Charboneau commented that the 

funds helped to run the part-time animal control when the ACO was on vacation, out sick, etc.  

Sheriff Charboneau further advised that the numbers have increased from 2010 to 2011 and was 

also concerned of the economy where people cannot take care of their animals. Sheriff 

Charboneau further expressed that he turned back in approximately $8,000.00 to go towards Ms. 

Draine’s Salary. 

 

Mr. Swartzwelder advised that several years ago when the Compensation Board made dramatic 

cuts, the County agreed to take on and supplement those employee so Constitutional Officers 

that had been cut to keep the staff up.  The agreement was that any dollars that those offices got 

restored by the Comp. Board, then the money would go back to off-set that.  Sheriff 

Charboneaus office employee was one of those whose salary was cut in half basically and the 

Board picked it up.  Sheriff Charboneau would like to use some or all of that to use towards their 

salary.  When he gets extra money towards the salary and under the agreement should come back 

to the County side.  He needs to use some of offset cost in animal control. 

 

Sheriff Charboneau further expressed that he would also use the funds for dispatch if he was 

short or if a deputy was sick. 
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After discussion, it was a gentleman’s agreement to allow the Sheriff to use the state funds for 

part-time assistance as requested.  

 

 

ZONING ORDINANCE – REVIEW 

 

The Board continued their review on the Zoning Ordinance Changes. 

 

 

WORKSHOP MEETING FOR THE MONTH OF JULY – CHANGE IN MEETING 

DATE 

 

Mr. Swartzwelder advised that he will be out of town on the next scheduled workshop meeting 

day to be held on July 23
rd

, and asked if the Board would like to reschedule to another date. 

It was the consensus that the Board would meet on Monday, July 30
th

, at 7:00 P.M., starting with 

Article 6, of the Zoning Ordinance for review. 

 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Bailey and seconded by Mr. Milby to adjourn the meeting. 

 

AYES:  S. C. ALSOP, J. M. MILBY, JR., J. L. SIMPKINS, R. F. BAILEY, JR. 

NAYS:  NONE 

NOT PRESENT:  D. H.MORRIS 

 

 

IT IS ORDERED THAT THE BOARD ADJOURN: 

 

 

 

      __________________________________________ 

      Sherrin C. Alsop, Chairman 

 

 

 

____________________________________________ 

Thomas J. Swartzwelder, Clerk of the Board 


