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King and Queen County Board of Supervisors 

 

Workshop Meeting 

 

Monday, September 24, 2012 

 

7:00 P.M. 

 

King and Queen County Courts and Administration Building 

General District Courtroom 

 

“Minutes of the Meeting” 

 

 

Chairman Alsop called the regular workshop meeting to order, with all members present. 

 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES UPDATE – Greg Hunter, Emergency Services Coordinator 

 

Emergency Services Coordinator Greg Hunter was present for the purpose of providing the 

Board with an update as to what has occurred within the past 15 months relating to emergency 

services activities. 

 

Some of the issues reported on by Mr. Hunter are the following: 

 

 Advised that the County did very well in regards to FEMA reimbursements relating to 

Hurricane Irene Expenses, receiving funds as expected. 

 Advised of communication efforts of improvements and modifications within the Radio 

System as it is an ongoing program. 

 Advised that he has been testing a cell phone notification system, which can also be 

referred to as a Safe Alert System, where it would benefit in alerting volunteers if a pager 

goes out because of battery failure or if out of the coverage area. 

 Advised that he is in the process of discussing a Memorandum of Understanding with 

Gloucester County in establishing a patch to Gloucester County System for fire and law 

enforcement. 

 Advised that an article has been run in the local newspapers advising of Emergency 

Preparedness Actions in where to get food and water, as well as shelter locations and that 

a dedicated phone number has been established for information. 

 Advised of the text messaging system that can get the word out alerting weather 

conditions. 
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 Informed the Board that completion of EOC upgrades has almost been completed, with 

purchase of laptop computers, extra tables, chairs, etc., facilitating an emergency center 

and for use of county offices during a storm. 

 Commented that he believes in finding grants to promote programs and that he has 

applied for various grants for the fire departments within the County. To date he believes 

that he has received an estimate of $150,000 in grant funds. 

 Provided a report on EMS, EMT classes, estimated cost for paid people. 

 

 

Board Member James Milby, Jr., expressed concern relating to several communities that could 

not provide mutual aid, being Essex, King William and Caroline County.  It was his 

understanding that Gloucester County will, if they have a vehicle available, as they are having 4 

– 6 calls a day.  Mr. Milby further expressed concern that Lower King and Queen is taking direct 

calls from King William and is concerned that we are going into a community that is not willing 

to help people, and would not want us to send to King William when someone in the Newtown 

area may need assistance.  Mr. Milby further commented that Bobby Coggsdale expressed that 

they will do their best to send assistance up the County.  Mr. Calhoun expressed concern of 

citizens in the County and does not want to miss a call in his district. 

 

Mr. Milby further commented that he has already had calls relating to the tax increase in effect 

and that the Board needs time to think about the potential cost to the County and citizens to have 

paid Emergency Services. 

 

After further discussion and questions of concern by the Board, it was the consensus to continue 

discussion of other options that may be available.  

 

 

BROADBAND 

 

County Administrator Thomas Swartzwelder advised that the County needs to pick a name in 

order to register with the State Corporation Commission, advising of 2 suggestions already 

made.  After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to name the company:  KQVA.net. 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEMBERSHIP 

 

The Board was advised that a letter has been received from Mr. George Longest regarding the 

importance of attendance of the EDA/IDA members.  Three members of concern are the one at-

large member, who is presently Mr. Dabney, Connie Prince, Shanghai, District and Mr. 

Schumacher, Stevensville District.   

 

Mr. Swartzwelder asked that the Board be prepared, if possible to make appointments for the 

October meeting.  Mr. Swartzwelder further advised that Mr. Paul Bennett III from the St. 

Stephens Church District may be willing to serve.  Mr. Simpkins advised that he would get in 

touch with him. 
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Ms. Alsop expressed that should Mr. Bennett not be willing to serve that she had someone within 

her District that would serve. 

 

Ms. Alsop further advised that she was impressed with the members of the EDA/IDA that were 

in attendance at the Fulcrum ground breaking and the knowledge as to what was going on. 

 

DISCUSSION OF MOSELY EVALUATION OF KING AND QUEEN ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 

 

County Administrator Thomas Swartzwelder asked the Board in what direction would they like 

to proceed.  Does the Board want to look at renovation or new construction? 

 

Ms. Alsop questioned should the Board want to float a bond, how much was the interest rate 

running?  Mr. Swartzwelder advised that he believed that it was running in the 3 – 4% range. 

 

Mr. Simpkins expressed that he was not a fan of Architects, explaining the experiences that he 

has dealt with.  Mr. Simpkins further advised that he has done some research relating to schools. 

 

Mr. Milby expressed that he disagrees, that he felt an Architect was very important as they try to 

plan for what the use of the building is going to be for the next 20 – 30 years.  Mr. Milby further 

expressed that we have got to have a plan with specific instructions. 

 

After a lengthy  discussion and questions of concern from the Board  relating to whether  there 

should be an Architect involved, or just getting a contractor to build/design what you want, etc., 

it was the consensus of the Board to continue discussion on potential options. 

 

Ms. Alsop asked if the Board could get a copy of Mr. Simpkins findings for review. 

 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS REPORTS 

 

County Administrator Thomas Swartzwelder advised that he and Ms. Alsop have discussed the 

attendance of the Constitutional Officers and that the reports that are given are not fact filled for 

most and are recommending that they attend on a Quarterly basis. 

 

Mr. Milby suggested that they provide a brief report like the Treasurer has given in writing. 

 

Ms. Alsop expressed that she would like having the Social Services Director and School 

Superintendent to continue attending the meetings on a monthly basis as they supply information 

that may be of concern to the Board. 

 

After discussion, it was the consensus of the Board that the Social Services Director and the 

School Superintendent continue to attend the monthly meetings and that the Constitutional 

Officers provide a report on a quarterly basis beginning January 2013.  Quarterly attendance will 

be requested for the months of January, April, July and October of each year. 
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A motion was made by Mrs. Morris and seconded by Mr. Bailey to adjourn the meeting. 

 

 

IT IS ORDERED THAT THE BOARD BE ADJOURNED: 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Sherrin C. Alsop, Chairman 

 

 

 

___________________________________________ 

Thomas J. Swartzwelder, Clerk 

 

 

 


